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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the applicants Amendment filed on April 26, 2005. 
Applicant amended claims 1-2, 6, 9, 12-13, 17, 20, 23, 28, 31, 55-56, 60, 63, 65-68, 73, 
78, and 83-85. Claims 1-23, 27-33, and 55-85 are presented for further consideration 
and examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1. 4-10. 12, 15-21, 23. 27-32, 55 and 58-85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Challenger et al. (US006725265B1). 



4. With regard to claims 1, 12, 23, 55, 65-67 and 83-85 . Challenger discloses, 

• a client equipment (client 102) unit capable of communicating with a content 
providing server (sen/er 104) for providing web content; (Challenger, col. 5, lines 
34-39, line 40; module 102, fig.1) 
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Challenger teaches of a client-server system where "the client 102 obtains 
information from the server 104" (Challenger, col.5, line 40). 
• a data manipulation server (cache 106) disposed in-line between the client 
equipment unit and the content providing server, the data manipulation server 
being remote from the client equipment unit, the data manipulation server being 
coupled to a data store arranged to store personal data relating to a user of the 
client equipment unit; wherein (Challenger, col.1 , line 42 - col. 3, line 19; col.4, 
lines 18-24, lines 40-45; col.5, lines 34-48; col.9, lines 1-5; module 106, fig.1) 
Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106 stores customized 
information relating to the c//enf 102. According to Challenger, "the at least one 
customized block is one of created and retrieved based upon the identity of the at 
least one client" (Challenger, col.2, lines 33-35). It is also clear from figure 1 that 
the cache 106 is situated between the client 102 and the server 104. In 
particular, according to Challenger, "the method further includes the steps of 
receiving at least one request for information from the at least one client by the at 
least one cache" (Challenger, col.1 , line 65 - col.2, line 2). Furthermore, 
according to Challenger, "the client 102 obtains information from the server 104, 
[but, in order] ...to reduce the overhead for such accesses, information from the 
server 104 may be stored in the cache 106. The client 102 would then be able to 
obtain cached information from the server 104 with considerably less overhead. 
One of the main features of the invention is the ability of the cache 16 to 
customize information sent to the client 102" (Challenger, col.5, lines 40-48). 
There is no teaching in Challenger of the cache 106 being local to the client 
either. In fact, it is well known the in the art that service providers situate their 
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cache servers at the earliest point in their organization to reduce overhead 
otherwise caused by the repetitive data being requested to their internal 
networks. Furthermore, according to Challenger, "the customized block is 
created and pre-stored at a location within the cache 106 or a location external to 
the cache 106 (e.g., memory device (not shown) of the server 104 or another 
server)" (Challenger, col.9, lines 1-5). 

• the data manipulation server is adapted to modify data communicated between 
the client equipment unit and the content providing server in dependence on the 
data relating to the user in response to the personal data manipulation server 
intercepting a request message for obtaining the content, the request message 
being transmitted from the client equipment unit and addressed to the content 
providing server. (Challenger, col.1, lines 27-29; col.2, lines 52-54; col. 3, lines 5- 
15; col. 5, lines 11-12; col.9, lines 16-17, lines 54-56; module 518, fig. 5; module 
646, fig.6) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col.9, lines 54-56). 

5. With regard to claims 4-5. 15-16, 27 and 58-59 . Challenger discloses, 

• wherein the modified web data is data providing the content (Challenger, col.1 , 
lines 27-29; col.2, lines 52-54; col.3, lines 5-15; col. 5, lines 1 1-12; col.9, lines 16- 
17, lines 54-56; module 518, fig. 5; module 646, fig.6) 
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Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
• wherein the data providing the content is Hyper Text Mark-up Language (HTML) 
data. (Challenger, coM, lines 27-29; col.2, lines 52-54; col.3, lines 5-15; col.5, 
lines 1 1-12; col.9, lines 16-17, lines 54-56; module 518, fig. 5; module 646, fig.6) 
Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col.9, lines 54-56). 



6. With regard to claims 6-8, 17-19, 28-30 and 60-62 . Challenger discloses, 

• wherein the data relating to the user is static data. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; 
col. 6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col. 7, line 62 -col.8, line 22) 
Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col.9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 
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• wherein the static data is obtained from the user. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; 
col.6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col.7, line 62 - col.8, line 22) 
Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col. 3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, coL9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 



7. With regard to claims 9-10. 20-21. 31-32 and 63-64 . Challenger discloses, 

• wherein the data relating to the user is dynamic data. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40- 
49; col.6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col.7, line 62 - col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col. 3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 

• wherein the dynamic data is obtained from an access or service provider 
associated with supporting communications between the client equipment unit 
and the content providing server. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; col.6, lines 6-20, 
lines 31-38; col.7, line 62 - col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
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customizing Information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 

8. With regard to claims 68-70, 73-75 and 78-80 . Challenger discloses, 

• wherein the data manipulation server is arranged to modify the data 
communicated between the client equipment and the content providing server in 
dependence on a selected subset of the data relating to a user stored in the data 
store. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; col. 6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col.7, line 62 
-col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 

• wherein the data manipulation server is arranged to request the user of the client 
equipment unit to select the subset in response to intercepting the request 
message. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; col.6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col.7, line 
62 - col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
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one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 

• wherein the data manipulation server is arranged to determine the subset in 
dependence on at least one rule of a user defined rule set, the at least one rule 
applying to the content providing server. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; col.6, 
lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col .7, line 62 - col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 

9. With regard to claims 71-72. 76-77 and 81-82 . Challenger discloses, 

• wherein the data manipulation server is operated by an access or service 
provider associated with supporting communications between the client 
equipment unit and the content providing server, (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; 
col.6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col.7, line 62 - col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
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(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 
• wherein the data manipulation server is arranged to modify the data 

communicated between the client equipment and the content providing server in 
dependence on a selected subset of the data relating to a user stored in the data 
store. (Challenger, col.4, lines 40-49; col.6, lines 6-20, lines 31-38; col.7, line 62 
-col.8, line 22) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col. 3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 54-56). 
Furthermore, the customized block can be either static or dynamic. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 2-3, 11. 13-14. 22. 33 and 56-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Challenger et al. (US006725265B1 ) and in view of Cohen et al. 
(US006330561B1). 
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1 2. With regard to claims 2-3, 13-14 and 56-57 , Challenger discloses, 
See claims 1, 12 and 55 rejection as detailed above. 
However, Challenger does not explicitly disclose, 

• wherein the modified data is the request message which is modified thereby to 
personalise the content to be obtained by the client equipment 

• wherein the request message is a Hyper Text Transfer Protocol (HTTP) request 
message. 

Cohen teaches, 

• wherein the modified data is the request message which is modified thereby to 
personalise the content to be obtained by the client equipment. (Cohen, col.2, 
line 55 - col. 3, line 29; col. 3, lines 3-1 0; col.4, lines 23-37; module t1 , fig. 3; 
module 404, fig.4) 

Cohen teaches of modifying the original HTTP resource request message from 
the client by appending a proxy filter for the purpose of requesting additional 
information and forwarding it to the resource server. "The resource server then 
supplies the response to the request and the additional resource" (Cohen, col.4, 
lines 35-37). According to Cohen, "the resources in a given volume are deemed 
to be related to one another according to one or more criterion, . . . [and that] 
another possible criterion relates to the content type of the resource" (Cohen, 
col.2, lines 56-66). According to Cohen, "the resource server then identifies a set 
of additional resources which would constitute one or more resources that are 
related to the requested resource because they are contained in the same 
volume and because they satisfy the proxy filter which was forwarded with the 
resource request" (Cohen, col.4, lines 30-35). Hence, Cohen implies of 
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modifying the request to provide additional information relating to the request and 
ultimately the requestor. 

• wherein the request message is a Hyper Text Transfer Protocol (HTTP) request 
message. (Cohen, col.3, lines 3-10; col.4, lines 23-37; module t1 , fig. 3; module 
404, fig.4) 

Cohen teaches of modifying the original HTTP resource request message from 
the client by appending a proxy filter for the purpose of requesting additional 
information and forwarding it to the resource server, "The resource server then 
supplies the response to the request and the additional resource" (Cohen, col.4, 
lines 35-37). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the Cohen reference with the Challenger 
reference to present "an approach [that] is benefit to the proxy cache in the sense 
that it helps the proxy cache determine the validity of certain of its contents" (Cohen, 
col.2, lines 38-40) by providing "additional resources which is related to the initial 
request either in content or by its location" (Cohen, lines 45-46). 

1 3. With regard to claims 11. 22 and 33 , Challenger discloses, 
See claims 1, 12 and 23 rejection as detailed above. 
However, Challenger does not explicitly disclose, 

• wherein the data manipulation server is a proxy server. 
Cohen teaches, 

• wherein the data manipulation server (proxy cache 106) is a proxy server. 
(Cohen, col.3, lines 3-10; col.4, lines 23-37; module t1 , fig. 3; module 404, fig.4) 
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Cohen teaches of the proxy cache server modifying the original HTTP resource 
request message from the client by appending a proxy filter for the purpose of 
requesting additional information and forwarding it to the resource server. "The 
resource server then supplies the response to the request and the additional 
resource" (Cohen, col.4, lines 35-37). Furthermore, it is well known in the 
networking art that the proxy server can also be a cache server as taught in 
Challenger. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the Cohen reference with the Challenger 
reference to present "an approach [that] is benefit to the proxy cache in the sense 
that it helps the proxy cache determine the validity of certain of its contents" (Cohen, 
col.2, lines 38-40) by providing "additional resources which is related to the initial 
request either in content or by its location" (Cohen, lines 45-46). 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments with respect to 1-2, 6, 9, 12-13, 17, 20, 23, 28, 31, 55-56, 60, 63, 
65-68, 73, 78, and 83-85 have been considered but they are not persuasive. 

1 5. With regard to claims 1. 12, 23, 55. 65-67. and 83-85 . the Applicants point out that: 

• However, the customized Information is clearly not personal data relation to the 
usero-f-the client equipment unit as presently claimed. Rather, the customized 
information relating to the client 102 is content to be provided to the user. There 
is a clear distinction between the personalized content which is to be provided 
and the personal data relating to the user which enables such personalization. 
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• Applicants have carefully checked each of the references cited by the Examiner 
but there is no indication that the cache 106 intercepts any request messages 
addressed to the content providing server. 

• Furthermore, there is no teaching in Challenger that cache 106 is remote from 
the client equipment unit as presently claimed. . . Thus, Challenger appears to 
teach away from the claimed invention of using a data manipulation server which 
is not only disposed in-line between the client equipment unit and the content 
providing server but also is remote from the client equipment unit 

However, the Examiner finds that the Applicants 1 arguments are not persuasive and 
maintains that Challenger discloses, 

• a client equipment (client 102) unit capable of communicating with a content 
providing server (server 104) for providing web content; (Challenger, col.5, lines 
34-39, line 40; module 102, fig.1) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where "the client 102 obtains 
information from the server 104" (Challenger, col.5 t line 40). 

• a data manipulation server (cache 106) disposed in-line between the client 
equipment unit and the content providing server, the data manipulation server 
being remote from the client equipment unit, the data manipulation server being 
coupled to a data store arranged to store personal data relating to a user of the 
client equipment unit; wherein (Challenger, col.1 , line 42 - col. 3, line 19; col.4, 
lines 18-24, lines 40-45; col.5, lines 34-48; col.9, lines 1-5; module 106, fig.1) 
Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106 stores customized 
information relating to the client 102. According to Challenger, "the at least one 
customized block is one of created and retrieved based upon the identity of the at 
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least one client" (Challenger, col.2, lines 33-35). It is also clear from figure 1 that 
the cache 106 is situated between the client 102 and the server 104. In 
particular, according to Challenger, "the method further includes the steps of 
receiving at least one request for information from the at least one client by the at 
least one cache" (Challenger, col.1 , line 65 - col.2, line 2). Furthermore, 
according to Challenger, "the client 102 obtains information from the server 104, 
[but, in order] ...to reduce the overhead for such accesses, information from the 
server 104 may be stored in the cache 106. The client 102 would then be able to 
obtain cached information from the server 104 with considerably less overhead. 
One of the main features of the invention is the ability of the cache 16 to 
customize information sent to the client 102" (Challenger, col. 5, lines 40-48). 
There is no teaching in Challenger of the cache 106 being local to the client 
either. In fact, it is well known the in the art that service providers situate their 
cache servers at the earliest point in their organization to reduce overhead 
otherwise caused by the repetitive data being requested to their internal 
networks. Furthermore, according to Challenger, "the customized block is 
created and pre-stored at a location within the cache 106 or a location external to 
the cache 106 (e.g., memory device (not shown) of the server 104 or another 
server)" (Challenger, col. 9, lines 1-5). 
• the data manipulation server is adapted to modify data communicated between 
the client equipment unit and the content providing server in dependence on the 
data relating to the user in response to the personal data manipulation server 
intercepting a request message for obtaining the content, the request message 
being transmitted from the client equipment unit and addressed to the content 
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providing server. (Challenger, col.1, lines 27-29; col.2, lines 52-54; col.3, lines 5- 
15; col.5, lines 11-12; col.9, lines 16-1 7, lines 54-56; module 518, fig. 5; module 
646, fig.6) 

Challenger teaches of a client-server system where cache 106, which is situated 
between the client 102 and the server 104, is designed for the purpose of 
customizing "information by inserting at least one customized block into at least 
one customizable template" (Challenger, col.3, lines 10-12) before the "requested 
(customized) information is returned to the client (Challenger, col.9, lines 54-56). 
Therefore, the Applicants still failed to clearly disclose the novelty of the invention 
and identify specific limitation, which would define patentable distinction over 
prior art. 



Conclusion 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
A shortened statutory period, for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 09/693,132 
Art Unit: 2145 



Page 16 



1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Valencia Martin- 
Wallace can be reached on 571/272-6159. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703/872-9306 for regular 
communications and 703/872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Thomas Duong (AU2145) 
July 22, 2005 




